REF 

It inftiu&s the fcholar hi the various methods of difcovermg 
and refilling the fabtil tricks of fophifters. IP'atts. 

To REFF/R. v. a. [refers Lat. refers Fr*] 

K To diftoifs fur information or judgment. 

Thole caides the divine hiflomn refers us to, and not to 
any productions out of nothing* Burmfs Theory of the Earth* 

2. To betake for deal ion* 

The heir of hts kingdom hath referred herfelf unto a poor, 
but worthy gentleman. Shakefp. Cynibcltue. 

3. To reduce to, as to the ultimate fend. 

You profefs and pradtife to refer alt things to yourfelf* Bar* 

4. T'o reduce* as to a clafs. 

The fa Its, predominant in quick lime, we refer rather to 
lixiviate, than acid. Boyle on Colours* 

To Refe r, v. n* To refpeft; to have relation. 

Of thofc places, that refer to tlie {hutting and opening the 
abyfs, I take notice of that in Job. Burnet. 

Referee^ 1uj* [from refer.] One to whom any thing is 

referred. 

Referees and arbitrators feldom forget themfalves, VEJlr . 
Reference, n.fi [from refer .] 
t. Relation ; refpeft; view towards ; allufion to. 

1 he knowledge of that which man is in reference unto him- 
fdf and other things in relation unto man, I may term the 
mother of all thofe principles, which are decrees in that law 
of nature, whereby human actions are framed. Hooker. 

Jupiter was the Ton or /e ther and Dies ; fo called, becaute 
the one had reference to his celeftial conditions, the other dd- 
covertd his natural virtues. Raleigh 7 s Hifiory of the JPorla* 

Chriftian religion commands fabric ty, temperance and mo¬ 
deration, in reference to our appetites and paflions. 7 dktfon* 

2. Difmiflion to another tribunal* 

It palled in England without the Iea.fl reference hither. Szv. 
Refere / ndarv. n. f [referendum Lat.] One to whole dcci- 
Jion any thing is referred. 

In fairs, it is good to refer to fame friend of trufl; but let 
him chufe well his referendaries* BacoLs Ejjays. 

To Refer me^t, v * a. [re and ferment,] To ferment anew. 
Th* admitted nitre agitates the flood. 

Revives its fire, and referments the blood. Blackmore. 

Reff^rrible. adj. [from refer f\ Capable of being confide red, 

as in relation to fame thing die. 

Unto Cod all parts of time are alike, unto whom none arc 
refirrible^ and all tilings prefent, unto whom nothing is paft 
or to come, but who is the fame yefterday, to-day and to¬ 
rn o r row. Brown's Vulgar Env,urs . 

To REFl'NE. V* a. [rajfm& i Fr*] 

1. To purify ; to clear from drofs and recrement. 

I will refine them as filver is refined , and will try them as 
gold is tried* Zech* xiii. 9. 

Weigh evVy word, and evVy thought refine* Jhion, 
The red Dutch currant yields a rich juice, to be diluted 
with a quantity of water boiled with refined fa gar. Mortimer* 
2* To make elegant; to poiifli; to make accurate. 

Queen Elizabeth’s time was a golden age for a world of re- 
fned wits, who honoured poefy with their pens. Peacham* 
ffavc refines the thoughts, and hath his feat 
In rcaforu Milton* 

The fame traditional floth, which renders the bodies of 
children, born from wealthy parents, weak, may perhaps 
refine their fpirits. Swift . 

To Reft ME. v * n . 

t. To improve in point of accuracy or delicacy* 

Chaucer refined on Boccace, and mended ftories. Dryden, 
Let a lord but own the happy lines; 

How the wit brightens, how the fenfe refines ! Pope, 

2. To grow pure. 

The pure lirrmid dream, when Tool with frams. 

Works itlelf clear, and as it runs refines. Addifisn. 

To aft’edl nicety. . 

He makes another paragraph about our rfining ;n controvti - 

fv, and coining nearer Hill to the church of Rome. Atterbury. 

Re'-! nedlv. adv. [from refine.] With aftecled elegance. 

Will any dog ' 

jifinedly leave his bitches ami his bones. 

To turn a wheel ? . Dr i ukn ' 

Refinement, n.j. [from refine.} 

1. The act of purifying, by clearing any thing from drofs and 

recrcmentitious matter, p * .. 

The more bodies arc of kin to fpmt m Aibtilty iOldrfiNe- 

/nets!, the more difrufive are they. Ivor ns. 

2, Improvement in elegance or purity* 

From the civil wax to this time, t doubt whether the cor¬ 
ruptions in our language have not equalled its refinements* ^ 

%* Artificial practice. 

The rules religion prefaribes arc more fuccefsful m publick 
and pri vate affairs,than the refinements of irregular cunning, Rog. 

a * Affectation of elegant improvement* 

Th e flirts about town bad adefign to leave us in the lurch, 
by fame of their late refinements* Add foil's Guardian, 

Re-mker. nhfi \\rom refirti,] 
j Purifier ; erne who clears from drofs or recrement. 

The refiners of iron obfeive, that that iron Hone is hardeit 
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lo melt, which is fulldl of metal; and that eafieft, which 
hath moft drois. Batov i Physical Remains, 

1. Improver in elegance. 

As they have been the great refiners of our language, fo it 
hath been my chief ambition to imitate them. Swift. 

1. Inventor of ftiperfluous fubtilties. 

Mo men fee Ids of the truth of things, than thde great 
refiners upon incidents, who are fo wonderfully fubrle, and 
over wife in their conceptions. Addfins SpAie/isr, N* 1 i jo. 

Some refiners pretend to argue for the ufefuluels of parties 
in fuch a government as ours. Swifit. 

To Ref Ft. v . a. [rfiaity hr. re and//.] To repair; to u> 
{lore after damage. 

He will nut allow that there are any iuch %us of art in tin; 
make of the prclent globe, or that there was fo great care 
taken in the refitting of it up again at the deluge. J Pea dot. 

Permit our fliips :t flteiter on your {hoars, 

Refitted from your woods with planks and oars. Drtdtn. 
To REFLECT, v. n. [refltdnr. Fr. rfitiio, Lat.] ' i'u 
throw back. 

We, his gather’d beams 

Reflected, may with matter fere foment. Mdtsn. 

Bodies clofe together rtfledl their own colour. Defier.. 
To Reflect, t-'- »■ 
x. To throw back light. 

In dead men’s fcuT, and in thofe holes. 

Where eyes did once inhabit, there were crept, 

As ’uvere in fcorn of ej ; cs, reflecting gems. Shahfp. 

2. To bend back. 

Inanimate matter moves always in a llraight line, and never 
reflects in an angle, nor bends in a circle, which is a conti¬ 
nual refleflion, Amlefs either by fome external impulfe, or by 
an intrinfick principle of gravity. Bentley's Sermons. 

3. To throw back the thoughts upon the pall or on theml'dves. 

The imagination calls thoughts in our way, and forces the 
underftandmg to reflect upon them. Du;pa. 

In every action reflect upon the end ; and i:i your under¬ 
taking it, conlider why you do it. Taylor. 

Who faith, who could fuch ill events expect ? 

With lliamc on his own counfels Jotit rfieii. Denham. 
When men are grown up, and reflect on their own minds, 
they cannot find any thing more ancient there, than thofe 
opinions which were taught them before their memory began 
to keep a regilier oi their nciiouv. A ..\t. 

It is hard, that any part of my land fllonld be fettled up an 
one who has u!cd me io ill; and yet I could not lee a Iprig 
of any bough of this whole walk of trees, but I Ihould re¬ 
flect upon her and her I c verity. Aeldifin s Spectator. 

Let the king difmifs his woes, 

Reflecting on her fair renown ; 

And take the cyprels from his brows. 

To put his wonted laurels on. Prior , 

4. To conlider attentively. 

Into myfelf my realbn's eye I turn'd ; 

And as I much reflected , much I mourn'd. Prior. 

3. To throw reproach or ccnfiire. 

Neither do I rtfleCl in the lead upon the memory of his 
late majefty, whom 1 entirely acquit of any imputation. Sw. 
6. To brin<! reproach. 

Error! ol wives reflect on hufbands frill. Dry den, 

Refli/cti:NT* tidj, [reficchns^ Lat*J Bending back ; flying; 
back. 

The ray defeendent, and the ray rfh'ih'nf^ flying with fo 
a (peed, that the air between them cannot take a formal 
play any way, before the beams of the light be on both fitfcs 
0 f j t; it follows, that, according to the nature oF humid 
things, it mutt firft only fwell, Dighy mi the SouL 

ReFLe'ctioM* «./* [from rfieri : thence I think refitxion Ids 
proper: reflexion ^ Fr. r§fiexus y Lat.] 
x. The aft of throwing back. 

"Fhc eye fees not it fell. 

But by rrficBm from other things. Shakfp* Julius C-rjur. 
If the fun’s light con lifted but of one fort oi rays, there 
would be but one colour, and it would be mipoilibfa to pro¬ 
duce any new by vefitcluns or retractions* Cheyfit* 

2* The wt of bending back* 

Inanimate matter moves always in a fh night hne, nor ever 
reflects in im angle or circle, which a continual refieition, 
unlds by fame external impulfe* Bentley j Stnnsnu 

That which it reflefled. 

She flttncs not upon fools, kit the rffitCion iTiouU huK 
h er# Shahfp. Cymbclud' 

As the fun in water we can bear. 

Yet not the fun, but hi$ refirEtion there ; 

So let us view her here, in what £he was. 

And lake her image m this watry glaft. Drydc^ 

a . Thought thrown .back upon the paft. 

The three firft parts I dedicate to my old friends, to taK 
off thofe melancholy reflections, which the fenfe of «WV ** 
firmity and death may give them. *^ eR ' 

This dreadful image fo pofleft’d her mind, 

, She ceas’d all farther hope ; and now began ^ 

To make reflection on th* unhappy man. 1 




South's Sermons * 


Prior. 
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lob’s reflections on his once flourifliing cflate, did at the 
fame time afflict and encourage him. , Atterbury- 

What wounding reproaches of foul muft he fed, horn tnc 
reflations on hss own ingratitude. Rogers's Sermons* 

C The affion of the mind upon itfelfi 

Reflexion is the perception of the operations of our own 

minds within us, as it is employed about the ideas it has 

Locke. 

got. 

6; Attentive coil fide ration* , . , 

This delight grows and Improves under thought ana re¬ 
flexion \ and while it eXefcilcs* docs a I fo endear itfelf to the 
inind ; at the fame time employing and inflaming the medi¬ 
tations* 

7< Cenfare* , 

He dyV!; and oh ! may no renemon Hied 

Its poisonous venom on the royal dead* 

Reflective* adfi [from rejkdt -] 
l. Throwing back images. 

When the weary Icing gave place to night. 

His beams he co his royal brother lent, 

And fo fhone ftill in his refAt he light. Dry den , 

In the refktthie ftrfcam the fighing bride 
Viewing her charms impair'd, abaflrid fiiall hide 
Her pen five head. Prior. 

2 Confide ring things pntt; confidering the operations of the 

mind* 

Forc’d by refiedhve reafon I conlefs. 

That human faience is uncertain guefs. Prior * 

Reflector, n.fi [from refiefif] Confidcrer. 

There is fcarce any thing that nature has made, or that 
men do falter, whence the devout reficdlsr cannot take an oc- 
cafion of an afpiring meditation. Boyle oh Colours, 

Reflf/x:. adj * [r^Jhxus^ Lat*] Dircflcd backward. 

The motions of my mind are as obvious to the reflex act 
of the foul, or the turning of the intclleflua.1 eye inward upon 
its own aflions, as the pailions of my fenfe are obvious to my 
fenfe; 1 fee the objeft, and 1 perceive that I fee it. Hale . 

1 he order and beauty of the inanimate p:irts of the world, 
the difcemible ends oi them do evince by a reflex argument, 
that it is the workrrtxmlhip, not of blind mcchanilm or blinder 
chance, but of an intelligent and benign agent. Bentley. 
Ri flf/x. si. f [rfiexusy Lat. j Reflection, 

1'here was no other way for angels to fin, but by reflex of 
their iinderftandirigs upon themfelves. Hooker* 

FI! fay yon gray is not the morningfs eye, 

J Tis but the pale reflex of Cynthia’s brow. Shakefp, 

Reflexuu lity. n* f [from refitxiblef The quality of being 
reflex iblc* 

ReficxihiUty of rays is their difpofiiion to be reflected or 
turned back into the fame medium from any other medium, 
upon whofe ftirface they tall ; and rays are more or Jets re- 
flexible, which are turned back more or Ids eafily. Newton. 
Refle'xible* adj. [fxomrefiexm^ Lat] Capable to be thrown 
back. 

Sir Ifiiac Newton has demonflrated, by convincing experi¬ 
ments, that the light of the fan confifts of rays differently 
refrangible anti re^cxihle ; and that thofe rays are differently 
refiexibhfi that are differently refrangible. " Cheyne. 

Reflexive.* adj* [rrfiexus^ Lat*] Having refpe£t‘to fometlinig 
paft. 

That affurance reflexive cannot be a divine faith, but at the 
moll an human, yet fuch as perhaps I may have no doubt¬ 
ing mixed with * Hammonds Praflhd Catechifm . 

Refle^x i v e l y . adv* [ from reflexive.] In a backward JI reflton* 
Solomon fells us life and death are in the power of the 
tongue, and that not only dire&ly in regard of the good or ill 
we may do to others, but rtJUxively alio, in refpcdl of what 
may rebound to ourfefves. Government of the Tongue. 

Kefloa't . n.fi [r f «id fifat.] Ebb; reflux. 

^ Tht main float and refloat of the fea, is by confent of 
Llt. univcrfe, as part of the diurnal motion* Bacon, 

To Rlflou Risri* v.a. [re and fiourijh.] To fiourifh anew. 

Virtue given for loft 

Revives, refionrifht^ then vigorous moll. 

When molt una&ive deem’d. Mkon's Agmiftrs. 

1 o Rfflo w. v, n. [rfiner, Fr, re and fid TO.] 'Fo flow back 

bad" EKT ‘ ° dj ‘ t re k ums > Lat -J Riming back ; flowing 

'Fhe liver receives the refluent blood almoft from all the 

parrs of the ahdomm. Arbutkmt on Aliments. 

J elf, by what paths, 

Rack to the fountain s head the fea conveys 

Refi u'x r fTfT' T ! Cl ^ !a0d ; epa >' s ' Bhckmre. 

X. *,/. [reflux, hr. rfiuxus, Lat.] Backward couri'e 
oi water* 

Befides 

Mine own that ’bide upon me, all from me 

Shall with a fierce reflux on me redound. Milton 

The va [icty ol the flux and reflux of Euripus, or whether 
■l» I.™ do d.b ,„d flow feren .tao. a d„, i, 

o. / , Brown’s Pufar Err ours 

KSC"' "' f ' . trsW *’ L *-l Rcftoration ofArengtli 
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To REFO / RM. v. a. [rfihrma, Lat. rfibrmcr , Fr.] To 
change from worfa to better* 

A feel in England, following the very fame rule of policy, 
fecketh to reform even the French reformation, and purge out 
from thence alfo dregs of popery* iLcker y h. iv. f. b* 

&at worthier of Gods, was built 
With fccond thoughts, ? eforming what was old, Milton* 
May no fuch ftorm 

Fall on our times, where min muft reform. Denham. 

Now lowering looks pre&ge approaching [forms, 

And now prevailing love her face reforms. Dry den. 

One cannot attempt the perfect reforming the languages of 
the world, without rendering himfelf ridiculous* Loch* 

The example alone of a vicious prince will corrupt an age ; 
but that of a good one will not reform it* Swift . 

To Reform, v* n. T'o make a change from worfe to better. 
Was his dosftriue of the mafs ft ruck out in this con- 
flidf ? or did it give him occafion of reforming in this 
point ? Atterbury* 

REFORM* n.fi [French.] Reformation* 

Reforma'tION. n.fi {reformation^ Fr. from reform .] 

I* Change from worfe to better. 

Never came reformation in a flood 
With fuch a heady current, fcowiring faults ; 

Nor ever Hydra-headed wilFulneft 

So farm did !ofe his feat, as iji this king. Shahfp, Henry V\ 
Satire I a flies vice into reformation. Dryden* 

The pagan converts mention this great reformation of thofe 
who had been the greateft finilers, with that hidden and far- 
priflng change, which the chriftian religion made in the fives 
of the mo ft profligate. Addifim* 

2 . The change ol religion from the corruptions of popery to 
its primitive Rate. 

The burden of the reformation lay on Luther's {boulders. 

At ter bury* 

Reformer* n, fi [from reform. ] 

r* One who makes a change for the better ; an amender* 

Publick reformers had need firft praffile that on their owui 
hearts, which they purpofe to try on others* King Charles* 
The complaint ‘is more general, than the endeavours to 
red refs it: Abroad every man Would be a reformer , how very 
few at home* Sprat's Sermons* 

It was honour enough, to behold the Engfifh churches 
reformed j that is, delivered from the refirnicrs. South. 

2. I hofe ’who changed religion from popilh corruptions and in^ 
novations. 

Our firft reformers were famous Confeftbrs and martyrs all 
over the world, Bami - 

To REFRA'CT. v. a. [rcftaCtus, Lat.] To break the na¬ 
tural courfe of rays. 

II its angle of incidence be large, and the refra&ive power 
of the medium not very ffrong to throw it far from the per¬ 
pendicular, it will be rfiraCtd. Cheyne's Phil. Print. 

Rays of light are urged by the refracting media. Cheyne. 

RefiraCied from yon eaitern cloud, 

The grand ethereal bow flioots up. Thomfon. 

Refaction, n.fi. [refresh, Fr.] * 

Refraction, in general, is the incurvation or change of de¬ 
termination in the body moved, which happens to it whilft 
it enters or penetrate^ any medium : in dioptricks, it is the 
variation of a ray of light from that right line, which it would 
have palled on in, Jiad not the dcuiity of the medium turned 
it a fide* Harris * 

RefraSficK, out ol the rarer medium into the denier, is 
made towards the perpendicular. Newton's Optieks. 

Refr a'ctiv e. adj. [from refract.] Having the power of re- 
fraition. 

Thole fuperfides of tranfparent bodies refleft the n-reateff 
quantity of light, which have the greateff refradiiu-..- power ; 
that is, which intercede mediums that differ mol? in liieir 
refraChtvc denfities. _ Nrwtons Optieks. 

Re l aACTORiNEss. n.fi. [from re/raCti-y.] Sullen obftinacy. 
t did never allow any man’s ttfraCIorinefis againft the pri¬ 
vileges and orders of the houfes. ' King Charles. 

Great complaint war made by the pkefbyterian gang, of my 
tj ;fcl to v : ,b ^' h r e parliament’s order. Saunderfl 

R r ' adj ' yefrafiariusy I.at* and 

r I bc T rit i en rc ( raaar h It b now accented on the 
nm ly liable, but by Shake ft are on tlic fccond.] Obftinate - 
perverfe; contumacious. 1 

1 here is a law in each well-or. er’d nation 5 
1 o curb thofe raging appctitis thitt are 
Moft difobedient md refract on, ,■ 

A rough hewn feaman, being brought before a wife" mftil' 

for feme nu(demeanor, was by him ordered to be fent awav 

rntSi 0 "V aiH W if re f yet J hy y afrcr Heard his doom, Info- 
eh as he would not ffir a foot from the place where h ■ 

ftood; faying, lt was better to Hand where he was, than Sfo 
a worfe place. E , \ 111,111 S° 

Vulgar compliance with any illegal andT * ^Uhgm. 


like violent motions ... 

and end, in a refractory luUennefs. 
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